
In the hills of Gardegan-et-Tourtirac, finding the Château is
no mean feat. A long, heavily shaded path protects it from
prying eyes, and reaching the main entry is only possible after
negotiating the dry moat carved from the rocks. And with
breathtaking views over the region, it is not difficult to
understand why invaders would think twice before launching
an attack on the walls of this 13th century feudal residence. One
event in history is responsible for the region’s international re-
nown: in 1453, the battle of Castillon put an end to the Hun-
dred Years’ War, just a few kilometres from the estate.

Today the Château bears seemingly few scars of its former
past. Its architectural splendour cannot fail to impress, and takes us on a journey through time, commencing in 1607
with an interior courtyard and trompe-l’oeil design, and completed in 1865 with its majestic round tower. There is
nothing quite like it in the region, and its uniqueness makes it of major significance. Its owner, Olivier de Marcillac,
reminds us that Tourtirac’s Town Hall was once located in the Château’s reception hall, before the district was absorbed
by Gardegan, a neighbouring village. Tourtirac is more than just a wine - it is a place, a history, and an imposing
tower, the standard bearer of the property. 

When Olivier de Marcillac’s father took over the property in 1960, it was in a pitiful state. He set about breathing
new life into the dormant estate, with a robust vineyard redevelopment programme and a new winery worthy of a
great Castillon wine. The time had finally come for the Château to exploit its true potential: an extremely favourable
position in the hills of Gardegan-et-Tourtirac, with several hectares of vines exposed on the slopes and soils adjoining
Saint-Emilion, sharing the same limestone bedrock. In 2000, Olivier de Marcillac arrived. A professional winemaker,
he decided to go to even greater lengths to manage the vineyard, matching grape varieties and rootstocks to the
specific character of each plot. Harvesting was delayed as much as possible to ensure the grapes reached optimum
ripeness. A new vibrating sorting table was introduced on entry to the winery to select only healthy and perfectly ripe
grapes, free from unwanted plant matter. The geographical and geological similarities to Saint-Emilion, are now an
accepted fact reflected in the style of the wines, which focus on fruit, elegance and supple character. 
Château Tourtirac exemplifies how the Castillon-Côtes de Bordeaux appellation is more than capable of standing its
ground compared to its illustrious neighbour. Similar in so many ways, it is no coincidence that several owners of
Grand Cru properties in Saint-Emilion, including Gérard Perse (Château Pavie and Château Monbousquet) and
Count Von Niepperg (Château La Mondotte and Canon La Gaffelière) have all invested in this region.

A MAGNIFICENT FEUDAL CHÂTEAU IN THE HILLS OF CASTILLON
A historical Château 

An icon of the region

Saint-Emilion’s exceptional limestone bedrock 



OWNER:
The De Lageard/ De Marcillac family since 1607.

KEY DATES:
1607:François de Lageard, an ancestor of the De
Marcillac family, came upon this 13th century feudal
residence as a dowry. He extended the Château
by creating an interior courtyard, complete with
a magnificent trompe-l’oeil. He also commissioned
a small chapel not far from the Château. 1865:
Léonard de Lageard completed the Château by
adding a round tower for his granddaughter.
When he died in 1883, the Château passed to his
nephew Henry Aymen. 1929: Henry Aymen
died in August. This ardent fan of sculpture made
a significant contribution to the renovation of the
Château’s interior. His Irish wife, Christine
O’Kelly Farrell, proved a great inspiration in the
decoration of several rooms, including the dining
hall (green ceiling and friezes presenting the Irish
war). 1930: the estate passed to the De Marcillac
branch of the family. 70s/80s: extensive remodelling
of the vineyards and the addition of a winery.
2000: the arrival of winemaker Olivier de Marcillac.

LOCATION:
The hills of Gardegan-et-Tourtirac, on the outskirts
of the Saint-Emilion appellation (just 1km).

SOIL PROFILE:
2/3 of the vineyard planted on the plateau and
1/3 on south and west facing clay-limestone
slopes. The soils are comparable to Saint-Emilion,
with the same bedrock.

AREA UNDER VINE:
40 ha.

PLANTING DENSITY:
5,000 vines/ha.

GRAPE VARIETIES:
• 80% Merlot,
• 15% Cabernet Franc,
•  5%  Cabernet Sauvignon.

AVERAGE AGE OF THE VINEYARD:
35 years.

HARVESTING:
By machine. The grapes are sorted on receival at
the winery on a vibrating table, with 2 people
responsible for bringing in the harvest.

VITICULTURAL REGIME:
Leaf-plucking only in the more vigorous plots. 
Certain parcels have been planted up with seedlings
(fodder radish) ►This not only helps to manage
water stress in the vines, but also acts as a natural
fertiliser as the plant matter breaks down over
time.

VINIFICATION:
Traditional in temperature-controlled cement tanks.

«ARCHETYPAL 
SAINT-ÉMILION IN STYLE»

"Cherry-red in colour, tinged with ruby,
with its generous bouquet, Château
Tourtirac is juicy and voluptuous.
On the palate, extremely ripe fruit,
followed by silky, integrated tannins
define the wine, which is similar in
style to Saint-Emilion. A supple,
well-balanced wine."

Thomas Drouineau,
winemaker, Maison Delor


